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Most important for the content of immigration reform [i.e., anti-restrictionism], 
the driving force at the core of the movement, reaching back to the 1920s, were 
Jewish organizations long active in opposing racial and ethnic quotas. These 
included the American Jewish Congress, the American Jewish Committee, the 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, and the American Federation of Jews 
from Eastern Europe. Jewish members of the Congress, particularly 
representatives from New York and Chicago, had maintained steady but largely 
ineffective pressure against the national origins quotas since the 1920s.... 
Following the shock of the Holocaust, Jewish leaders had been especially active 
in Washington in furthering immigration reform. To the public, the most visible 
evidence of the immigration reform drive was played by Jewish legislative 
leaders, such as Representative Celler and Senator Jacob Javits of New York. 
Less visible, but equally important, were the efforts of key advisers on 
presidential and agency staffs. These included senior policy advisers such as 
Julius Edelson and Harry Rosenfield in the Truman administration, Maxwell 
Rabb in the Eisenhower White House, and presidential aide Myer Feldman, 
assistant secretary of state Abba Schwartz, and deputy attorney general Norbert 
Schlei in the Kennedy-Johnson administration. 

 


